SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
of the Shakespearean proverb: "Sweet are the uses of
adversity"? Does Professor Toynbee, the distinguished
historian, invite us, simply, to wait patiently for a new
"Challenge" to arouse in us the necessary response?
Is the challenge of mere opportunity a challenge to
which only wish-dreamers can ever hope, in vain, to
awaken the spirit of man?
The answer to these questions, which are present in
the minds of many thousands of people to-day, lies, I
believe, only in the materialist analysis of capitalist
society as it stands. Let us, therefore, consider the
tendencies of capitalist evolution in the West. The
following tendencies, whether they appear in wavelike
movements or in the form of a continuous growth, are
clear.
i. The growth of gigantic concerns in every field.
This has the primary effect of transforming the
"pure" competition of nineteenth-century
economics into the "cut-throat" competition of
to-day. Yet the mere existence of "cut-throat"
competition elicits its own negation, the negation
of competition itself. Profit-pooling schemes
represent nothing else but the growth of
monopoly. A group of apparently independent
concerns, operating under a "gentlemen's agree-
ment" with regard to output, prices and the
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